Committee (2000) recommended that kangaroo rats be listed as "endangered" in the province according to the criteria of the World Conservation Union (IUCN 1994 ).
Nationally, kangaroo rats are a species of "special concern" due to the inherent risks associated with occurrence in Canada in a very small geographic area at the periphery of the species range (Gummer 1995 (Gummer and Robertson 2002) .
All of the study areas occur in the dry mixedgrass natural subregion and within the generally accepted geographic range of Ord's kangaroo rats (Hall 1981 , Schmidly et al. 1993 ).
The predominant land use in the sand hills is cattle grazing, although we also surveyed some sites that were cropland and hayland. There, we enumerated 1 1 individual kangaroo rats and recorded 90 kangaroo rat burrows in the fields and roadside (Fig. 3) Fig. 6 ), burrowing owl ( Athene cunicularia , n = 3), common poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii , n = 1), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus , n = 1), short-eared owl ( Asio flammeus , n = 2), bull snake ( Pituophis catenifer , n = 3), prairie Total distance surveyed at least once, including vehicle and foot surveys.
5 Number of subjectively selected sites that were searched on foot.
Number of randomly selected transects that were searched on foot. rattlesnake ( Crotalus viridis , n = 34; Fig. 6 ), wandering garter snake ( Thamnophis elegans , n = 1), Great Plains toad (Bufo cognatus , n = 51; Fig. 6 (Gummer 1995 , Gummer 1997a , Gummer 19976, Gummer and Barclay 1997 (Baron 1979 Barclay 1997 Therefore we adopted the specialized survey techniques that had proven successful in known parts of the species geographic range . Given the escalating competition for wildlife conservation and research funding, many biologists are praising the merits and economy-of-effort of multi-species approaches. We caution that specialized surveys and techniques will always be critical to an accurate knowledge of populations of rare and endangered species.
